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Whether you enjoy winter weather or not, we certainly

Research Notes

have had an unpredictable winter season. One thing that
is predictable, though, is that spring brings our annual
Resident Research Day, the ACP conference, several
SEMCME competitions, as well as a wide variety of national meetings.

New Policies:

Our residents have been working diligently on their research projects and they could not conduct such highquality projects without the assistance of our faculty and
attending physicians. So, let me take this opportunity to
thank all of the faculty mentors for their dedicated assistance to our residents.
Research Day will be held on Wednesday, April 25th. All
are welcome to attend. Oral presentations will be in the
morning and poster presentations in the afternoon.
Please join us as we evaluate and celebrate the great
work of our residents.
Our first Research Onboarding class was successful and
well-received. We will be offering the class again on
Thursday, February 22nd, from 12-2 pm in the auditorium. All are welcome!

Volume 2, Issue 1

Two new research policies are available in PolicyStat.
Please take a moment to review them.
The first policy outlines a procedure for allowing individuals to volunteer to work on research projects. All volunteers need to be screened by the Volunteer Department
and the Research Department and go through a formal
intake process. Please read over the policy to better understand the intake process, requirements to be a volunteer, and duties that a volunteer can and cannot perform in
the research setting.
The second policy will bring a change to the process of
writing a case report. Over the past few years, more and
more journals have been requesting that informed consent
be obtained for case reports. We have developed a policy
and a form for obtaining such consent. The policy, the consent form and a photography consent form can all be
found in PolicyStat. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me.

Fast Stats

Retirement Alert!! Betty Mill, a fantastic pediatric oncology nurse, is retiring
in February. Betty, with her warm smile
and cheerful attitude, has been an integral part of SJH&MC for many years. Betty has provided outstanding service to
the hospital and especially to the young
patients whom she has helped over the years. In addition
to her work in Oncology, Betty worked as
an IRB coordinator. She will be sorely
missed! Please join me in wishing Betty a
very happy retirement. We hope Betty
will keep in touch and let us know of all
of the wonderful things she is doing away from St. John.

One of the most common tests that we use in statistical
analysis is the chi-squared test. There are many variations
of this test that apply to specific situations.

Dr. Susanna Szpunar

1. McNemar’s chi square for paired (i.e. non-independent
variables) and 2. Fisher’s exact test, a variation of the chisquared test used when either the row or the column variables are fixed a priori (before the study is done).

Director, Biomedical Investigations and Research
Susan.szpunar@ascension.org

The chi-square distribution (χ2)is the distribution of the
sum of squares of k standard independent normal random
variables with k degrees of freedom. A chi-square test is an
hypothesis that the row variable in a k x c table is independent (or not associated) with the column variable, i.e.
that knowledge of the row variable does not help you predict the value of the column variable.
The χ2 distribution was first introduced by German statistician Friedrich Robert Helmert; the χ2 test was first used by
Karl Pearson in 1900. Two variations of the chi-square test
are:
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Health Care Hero Recognition
At the 2017 Crain’s Healthcare leadership Summit, St. John Hospital & Medical Center’s Robert
Dunne, MD was recognized as a Health Care Hero in the category of heart and vascular care.
Dr. Dunne is Vice Chief of Emergency Medicine for SJH&MC and Emergency Medical Services
Fellowship director for the WSU School of Medicine’s Department of Emergency Medicine. He
is also the chair of the SJH&MC IRB. He has worked with the city of Detroit and WSU to create a
cardiac arrest registry which allows researchers to track and compare the quality of EMS response in cardiac arrest cases. A part of Dr. Dunne's approach to improving survival rates is
educating the community on CPR and providing 911 call-taker coaching. He has secured grants
to create a program to give residents CPR training in areas which have frequent rates of cardiac arrest.

SJH&MC Experts in the News
Premchand Anne, MD, a Pediatric Cardiologist at St. John Providence Children's Hospital, was recently interviewed by
WWJ News radio 950 regarding a JAMA study that found that the implementation of newborn screenings for congenital
heart disease has led to a decrease in cardiac death rates in infants. Listen to the story here.

Recent Publications
1. Afaneh A, Zhubi Y, Hagglund K, Kalabat J, Hawasli A. Outcomes of patients with hyperkinetic gallbladder: does surgery
relieve symptoms? JSM General Surgery: Cases and Images 2016; 1 (4): 1016.
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 Samona S, Hagglund K, Edhayan E. Case cohort study of risk factors for post-thyroidectomy hemorrhage. American
Journal of Surgery 2016; 211: 537-40.
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Please tell us about your publications!
Send copies to susan.szpunar@ascension.org and alice.mar@scension.org
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Research Investigator Spotlight

Save the Date

Nephrologist Keith Bellovich, D.O. recently published

SJH & MC’s Annual Resident Research Day:

findings of the NIH funded C-PROBE study. It is a collaborative study with the University of Michigan, the University of Chicago, Temple
University, and Levine Children’s Hospital. Since 2012,
328 subjects have been enrolled in this study. The jour-
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April 25, 2018
Residents will present their scholarly activity projects in this judged competition. Winners will go on
to compete at the Annual SEMCME Research Forum
competition.
ACP 2018 Michigan Chapter Resident/Student’s Day

nal article’s abstract, Im-

May 4, 2018 in Sterling Heights

paired β-Oxidation and Al-

At the annual American College of Physicians judged
competition, residents will be presenting their research studies and clinical vignettes as oral or poster
presentations. Medical students will have a separate posters-only competition.

tered Complex Lipid Fatty Acid
Partitioning with Advancing
CKD, can be viewed here.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hematology-Oncology fellow, Dr. Uqba Khan, recently
presented his work Frequency and Prognostic Utility of
MMR and TILs for Advanced Non-colorectal GI Malignancies at two national conferences:
1.

The ASCO GI Symposium in San Francisco, California
(January 18-20, 2018); and

2.

The ASCO SITC Clinical Immunology Symposium,
also in San Francisco (January 25-27, 2018).

Upcoming CAML Lectures
February 17, 2018:
Statistical Testing Part 2
Dr. Susanna Szpunar, SJH&MC Auditorium

Upcoming Events
Disaster Medicine Lecture - February 15, 2018
10am-2pm; SJH&MC Lower Level Auditorium
Keven Menes, MD - EM physician working during the
Las Vegas shooting

SEMCME 2018 Research Forum:
May 23, 2018 at the Henry Ford Museum
The SEMCME Research Forum was established in
1978 to recognize the research efforts of the resident-in-training in the SEMCME member hospitals.
The presentations at the forum represent the best
resident research selected from clinic day competition at each member hospital. SEMCME website.
Michigan Summit on Quality Improvement & Patient
Safety
June 1, 2018 at the Somerset Inn in Troy.
This full day program includes QI poster presentations, QI boot camps, and a keynote presentation.
The call for abstracts is in February. See website for
more information

Upcoming CME Seminars
Radiology Seminar – March 22, 2018
Pediatric Seminar - May 2, 2018
Internal Medicine Seminar - June 6, 2018

Note: Physicians wishing to complete their mandatory

Research Onboarding - February 22, 2018

requirements for CME go to WWW.MI.CME.EDU to access
the courses.

RSVP to Deborah.Spampinato@ascension.org

For information about the CME program at St. John Hospital,
click here http://www.stjohnprovidence.org/sjhmccme
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Institutional Review Board News

Research Staff

Please Note:

Susanna Szpunar, PhD

Director of Biomedical
Investigations & Research
313-343-7838

Deborah LaBuda

Research/Infectious
Disease Coordinator
313-343-3802

Lee Booze-Battle, MPA, CIP

IRB Consultant
313-343-3863

Lisa Miller, BA, CCRC

IRB Assistant
313-343-7224

Karen Hagglund, MS

Associate Medical
Researcher
313-343-7384

Alice Mar, BA

Associate Medical
Researcher
313-417-0599

Shelby Miller, MPH

Associate Medical
Researcher
313-343-7469

Kathleen Riederer, MT, ASCP

Lead, Infectious Diseases
Research Lab
313-343-3746/3-3741

On January 17, 2018, the government announced a delay
regarding the Common Rule. The effective and general
compliance date is now July 19, 2018. However, the government has announced that there will be a comment period, which may further alter the regulations or may cause
further delay beyond July 19, 2018.

Informed Consent Update
The FDA allows for an IRB to waive the requirement to obtain informed consent when the IRB finds:

1. The clinical investigation involves no more than minimal risk (as defined in 21 CFR 50.3(k) or 56.102(i)) to
the subjects;

2. The waiver or alternation will not adversely
affect the rights and welfare of the subjects;

3. The clinical investigation could not practicably be carried out without the waiver or alteration; and

4. Whenever appropriate, the subjects will be
provided with additional pertinent information after
participation.
For more information, contact Lee Booze-Battle at
lee.booze-battle@ascension.org
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